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A Comparative Study of Separable Verbs Usage Across The Strait

DIAO Yanbin
UArts Department[Beijing Normal University[Beijing 100875 Chinall

Abstract[Beparable verbs is a distinctive part of speech in Chinesel while demonstrate large differences
in usage across The Strait. It is surveyed that the number and forms of Separable verbs in Mandarin far
surpass that in Taiwan’ s MandarinOas well as the use frequency. The most obvious difference mainly ap-
pears in the usage between “ trending” Separable verbs and the ones co—occurred with complement or dy-
namic auxiliary “guollJ [T' . Separable verbs has a strong oral tendencylwhich highly corresponds with
the orientation of popularization in MandarinUwhile shows a relative low correspondence with the conser-
vative tendency in Taiwan’ s Mandarin[Jthis is the most important reason that makes the differences across
The Strait.

Key words[The Straitd Mandarin[JTaiwan’ s Mandarin[Jseparable verbs
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